Twenty patients with neurosyphilis are reviewed. They were gathered over a 15-year period during which the overall incidence was 0-18 per 100,000, though fewer cases appeared in the latter half of the study. The commonest presentation was with mental symptoms and classical forms of neurosyphilis were rarely seen. No patient presented with epilepsy.
Introduction
During the course of this century neurosyphilis, once common, has become a rarity (Martin, 1971) . When encountered today, it conforms less frequently with the traditional pattern seen previously (Catterall, 1977; Joffe, Black and Floyd, 1968) . The The cerebrospinal fluid was looked at in 14 cases and showed pleocytosis and significantly raised protein (more than 60 mg/l) in 6 of them.
Discussion
The population of the Leicester area is approximately 800,000 giving an incidence over the 15-year period of 0.18 per 100,000, which is in close accord with that found in the Greater Copenhagen region (Nordenbo and Sorensen, 1981) . It is worth noting that the majority of cases occurred in the first 5-year period suggesting a considerably lower incidence for the past 10 years.
In common with other studies our series has shown a male preponderance (Luxton, Lees and Greenwood, 1979) . The most substantial group of patients presented with mental symptoms; more than half were in-patients in mental hospitals. Of 3 patients presenting with diplopia, only one had a documented relevant cranial nerve palsy. The apparent lack of relevant cranial nerve signs in the other two patients may be due to inadequate records. Over half the patients had pupillary abnormalities of whom 4 patients had typical Argyll Robertson pupils.
Neurosyphilis has clearly become a rare disease and even neurologists may not expect to see more than one case annually which may not be of the classical type seen in the past (Catterall, 1977; Joffe et al., 1968 
